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The opinions expressed herein are thase of
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be reproduced unchanged by other noc-far-
profit User Groups if credir is given to the
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Circalations

Narth Texas PC NEWS circulation was

1,170 last montch.

Member discribution was 900; remaining
copies were distributed o PC user groups

around the counery, and w advertisers, pro-’

specrive members and others with common
Nrereses.

The editors of North Texas PC NEWS use

Microsoft Ward for Windows 97. This issue

of North Texas PCNEWS was composed us-

ing Corel Ventura 8.0, Corel Draw V.0, Aves &
Letears Express 6.01, Adobe Photoshop 4.01, M-
crografc Picture Publicher 8, Microsoft Publish-
er 2000 and HP Scanjer 6200Cse. Repro was
printed on a HP LaserJer 4M. Principal type-
faces include:
A&L Cafe, French Vogue, and Lishos.

DEADLINE
Copy deadline for April *
Nortlh Texas PC NEWS:
March 27, 2000

Meeting Dates:

March 18 — 3rd Saturday
April 15 - 3rd Samurday
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Times, Palarino, Helverica,
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Articles and Announcemenis:

President’s Message
Timothy Carmichael

The Answer Man (New Column)
Bob Russell

High Octane Help
Connie Andrews

How to Join the NTPCUG "Members'
Mailing List..
Doug Gorrie

The Variety Store
Reagan Andrews

This Issue...

Special Items:

Vendor Presentations . 1

SIG Meetings .. ... )
Rooms & Times

Volunteer Guide

Officers & People You
should know . . . .

- Submitting Articles and Stories to the Newsletter

The North Texas PC NEWS is going vn-
line—and -it’s more important then
ever that the NTPEUG new sletter con-
tain timely and informative content-af
interest ta our membets, We will wel--
come pertinent “How''to’ do it” arti-
cles, book reviews,’ mftwarc review s
and other matcrml« that would be
h:lpful and mtcrtsnng to NTI’CU(,

’ mcmbcrs

For praspcctlv: auth()rs( tht:rc are 2
few, but very mlportnnr\ “Da’s and
Dan'ts” involved in article submission
to the newsletter, fiest of which is ac-

‘euracy. Be sure of your facts (unless

you report them as “rumors™) and al-
ways cemember to repart the source(s)
as well. :

Please don't submit articles that are
taken from another source without
crediting the source in your atticle,
i.e., if you excerpt something from the
Microsoft (or ather) Web site, please
state that in the article.

enm¢ “sign” your article/
staty at the bottom. A simple “by
Your Name” will be quite helpful,

particularly if the editors have ques-
tons or snggestdons about the story.

Please dan’t submit the article or
story in HTM or .PDF format. It can
make editing and formatting quite
time consuming and difficult.

We can accept MS Word 97, most
WardPerfect files and ASCIl TXT
files. The absolutely latest version of
any word processor may not convert
gracefully to our format and may
have to be rejected as a resule.

Graphics should be submitted in one
of the “swendard” formats, ie., TIF,
.EPS, .GIF, PCX or JPG files. While
“native” CorelDraw (CDR) fles are
also OK, othet graphics editor native
formats may not be convertible.

Again, we want your articles and
thank you in advance for your input
and cooperntion.

Reagan Ardrews
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MaiN PRresentATION

10:00 AM — 10:55 AM and
11:00 AM - 11:55 AM (2 sessions— 2 drawings for prizes)

““Virtual Training Company Tutorial CDs”

Virtual Training Co - www.vico.com
Martin Heliar -owner, H & H Publications, Inc. — www.sedantimestar.com

VTC produces training CDs that provide six to twelve hours (depending on the particular
CD) of instruction on a particular Windows or Mac application. These CDs are also usable
as a help flle. Over 80 CDs are currently available with more being added each month.
Typical subjects are Word, Excel, Access, Visual Basic, CorelDraw, PhotoShop, Macrome-

dia apps., most of Adobe products and MataCreations products.

There will be a drawing for free products.” There will be catalogs and order blanks at the
show. NTPCUG members will receive a 20% discount for orders placed at the show. Later

arders from NTPCUG membaers will be at 15%.

12:30 - 1:00 PM

*Tickets for drawings will bs given out from 10 minutes before until 15 minutes af-

NTPCUG Business Meeting

ter the star time of the meetings to aftending NTPGUG members who show

proof of current membership.

Time Room SIG Time Room SIG Time Room  SIG
800 A - 10:00 - Ctd. 12:00 - Ctd.
B Microsoft Networking
;5 -AP IeCorps E Introduction to the PC G AppleCorps/Beginwers
E andwar?Solutions F  Visual Basic —Advapced H  Games
F  ExcelSpreadsheets G - - 1230 C NTPCUG Business Meeting
c - H Dallas Corel (continned) 1:00 A Lotus Notes & Domino
H _11:080 A [nvestors g Erontlage
900 A WordPerfect for Windows z i::eerngt - Begit.xning D -
B Word for Windows atn Lres en_ta'tm - E tutroducton to the PC
C DOS/Operating Systems “Virmal Training E -
D AppleCorps Company Tutorial CDs” G AppleCorps/Beginaers
E  Quicken D AppleCarps H - © :
F  Visual Basic - Beginning E Java
G Alphas E  Access SIG meetings are listed by time and
1 Dallas Core) G ACT! location for the March 18 mesting.
10:00 A Wordl’:xrfcc; for _ H Professional MIDI & Andie Times and locations may change and
B Commuu;ia::’nss (comtinaed) 12200 A AppleCorps/ClarisWorks memberg are aqVIS‘BdIEIO M the
C  Main Presentation g lnternet — Advanced NTPCUG Web site for latest listings.
“Virtual Traigige C -
Tu:it:;a.l gg:gmg Company D ApplcCurpsll’lichn.kcr
D  AppleCorps E Intreduction 1o the PC
B

ActiveX
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EvoluTion

As you have noticed, the North Bxas PC News s
now distributed online instead of by snail-mail.
This is part of the changes we have been forced o
implement ia our effort ro keep your dues from
being increased to cover rising costs. We know.
this can be inconvenient to some members, but
they can get help from fellow members by just ask-

ing. We have delayed this transition as long as we

could, and almostall the members who vored in
our last election approved this method of cutrting
costs. The newslerter will condnue o provide you
with rimely news and commentary thatyou will
find nowhere else.

The funcron of the North Texas PC Users Group
has conrinually evolved as personal computing
has become increasingly prevalent in our sociery.
Personal compurting devices are used by most peo-
ple in their work and personal lives, and are no
longer restricted to businesses and bobbyists as
costs plummert and features expand. Unforru-
nately, technical supporr availability still lags be-

TEXAS |

Formerly OnRamp, National Knowledge
Networks and Signet Partners

BUSINESS CONNECTIVITY

Lan ISDN, Point-to-Point T1, Fractional T3

WEB SITE HOSTING & MANAGEMENT

Virtual Domaln, Server Collocatlon

CONSULTING

Firewall Security, Network Design

28.8K - 56K analog, 64K - 128K ISDN, V.90

wwviveriotexas.net, info @veriotexas.net

1-888-266-7267
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hind our needs. This is one of the areas where the
User Group can continue to be beneficial.

Qur User Group offers something for everyone,
Members of the User Group range from the experi-
enced professional w the overwhelmed beginner,
all seeking to share our experiences and learn
more. We gather monthly o teach 2nd learn from
each-other, and we gain contacts and friendships
there that benefitr us all. This once-a-month meer-
ing is not the only way in which we can benefit
from our association, however. Daily contractand
communications bave become more necessary as
personal compudng technology becomes more inte-
gral to our daily lives. This new technology can be

a functional tool rather than a burden if we learn

how to manage it betrer. The User Group Web site

.and online commuaications can provide the re-

sources to serve us better on a daily basis.

New MeeTing LocaTion

The March meeting will sall be at the Big Town
Meeding Hall, but we may bave 2 much beuer facil-
ity o meert in by April. Negortiations with a poten-
tal location in North Dallas look promising, and
we hope to have the details finalized soon. Our
goal is to provide a regular monthly meerng date
with suirable resources art a location that will not
change for a long rime.

Vendor Show
We announced in December that the DFW Xchange

Super Samrday compurer show would noccon-
tinue in 2000 due ro a number of reasons, bur some
people have been understandably unhappy abour
it not being present at our February 26 meering,.
The new 3% Sawmrday Compurer Show was formed
by an NTPCUG member, Peyton Weaver, who has
generously provided free admission for members

. of the User Group and who was there at Big Town

Exhibition Hall on the 3™ Saturday of February.
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Prez Sez... Conrtinved

Unfortunatclv, the User Group meeting was on
the 4™ Sarurday o accommodarte the schedule

- of the Palm presenrtation, where members of the
NTPCUG aud ACD;:won several free producrs.
There will be no compurer show in March, and
the April show time and location has noc yer
been confirmed. For more informadon, there is
a link to Peyton’s 3° rd Qaturday Web site on the
NTPCUG Web page, or the 37 Sarurday Web
page is at www.3rdsaturday.com.

The DFW Xchange compurer show was a2 major
benefit to members and non-members for many
years when it was located at Infomart. Man-
aged and supported by NTPCUG and Apple
Corps ot Dallas volunteers, the compurer show
used o be profitable enough w provide
monthly meering space for many user groups.
The forced move from Infomart and the decreas-
ing cost of hardware and software ar local
stores has resufred in lower amendance and
fewer vendors at the compurer show.

The 1999-yvear losses have forced us to change
our facus. About 70% of the people atrending

| We Make MeetiﬁgsMore Effective.

North Texas PC NEWS

the compurer show were not even members af
any of rthe user groups sponsoring the show, and
operating it at a loss was beneficial o more non-
members than members. Those who were mem-
bers of NTPCUG and paid awention to the news-
letxer and meetng announcements were aware of
the change. It may be possible in the furure o
start the DFW Xchang,e computer show.back up,
bur we need the right conditions for it o be valu-
able o our m‘embers.

Feedback
This is YOUR compurer User Group, and the

more you get involved, che more you will profic.
We are concentranng our efforts to provide more
member benefits and services at our monthly
meerings and via the Interner, and your feedback
and assisrance will guide us. Keep tuned in to the
Web site, send us your comments, and we wiil de-
velop berter ways to serve you, based upon your
needs. If you can also suggesrt solurions and pro-
vide help in implementing them, we will progress
furcher and fascer.

limothy
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The Answer Man

We’ve weathered 2 number of crises with
NTPCUG, and from each one we've come ourt
with a wealth of teamwork and more experiences
to talk abour. Those shared experiences are
among the fond memories [ have accumulated
during the years since we started back art SMU.
The whole environment has changed since then,
and we are looking for a home for the meedng
place once again. Heraclitus cold us in 800 BC
that the namre of life is change, so we are carrying
on an old eradicion.

I've retired from Microsoft, 5o we have to come

up with a new name for the column. “Tips and
Tricks” is already raken. Iscanned the Excel news-
group yesterday, and it appears thac there is a
wealth of ideas there for a column that answers
the questions people zre asking. Lec’s try thar for
a beginning; since my real love is Excel, and many
people are interested in that application, it seems
natural o make thar my centerpiece.

Que question iu the newsgroup that interested me
was a charting question: “How can [ plory as a
funcrion of x2”. That is wriwen y=f(x). When we
say thaty is a function of x, whatr we mean is thac

NTPCUG TRAINING VIDEOS

Check out the new NTPCUG
Maltimedia Rental LIBRARY

NTPCUG is now offering
(as a member benefit) rental of training
videotapes, audiotapes and CD's to
Members at the NTPCUG hiformation
Booth in the Vendor Area

The NTPCUG Multimedia Library Includes:
Program Tutorials, Interactive Learning Guides
for Beginners and Advanced Users in a wide
range of PC Applications from Arts & Graphics
to Windows 95 and ... Everything in Between

Contact ugs NOW!
NTPCUG Information Booth
Claude McClure (972) 867-0978
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for each value of x, chere is a solution to the equa-
tion that relates y to thar value of x. Depending
on the degree of the equation, there may be multi-
ple values of x thar will produce y, but generally
we are interested in the positive real values that
solve the equation. In Excel, we refer to che func-
tion, or equation, as a formula, Formulas are writ-
ten one to a ccll in the Excel worksheet, and may
be copied into succeeding cells for as many times
as we have values ro relate. The values of x are
called independent values, and the values thac re-
sult from the formulas rhat refer to the x values
are the dependent values, called y values for
short.

Lec us rake an example funcrion, y=3x22, read y
equals 3 dimes x squared. lan column A, I pur my
values of x, the independent variable, stating in
cell Al and going 1o A6. We can use 1,2,3,4,5,6 to
begin with, and play with them later ro see how
the different values affect the line on the charr. In
Cell B, I type the funcrion: =3"A142. This calen-
lates the value of y thar is the result of the value 1
for x. Tuse the drag and fill bandle to copy the
formula down to B2 through' B6, and there are the
resules of the function for all the values of x in col-
umn A: Now, inserr a charr from the tool bar ro in-
voke the chart wizard. Choase %,y scawer for the
chart type, and make the range A1:B6. The line an
the chart now gives us the value of y for each
value of x that we reference. The fun parc is thar
we can now change the values of x to whatever
we like, and the values of y will change auromar-

-ically .to read the value of the function y=3xA2.

The curve we see on the charris a parabola. This
is the curve assaciated with che effecr of gravity on
a buller or a cannon shell as it passes along its tra-
jectory, where y is the height at any given point
along the horizontal distance x, at regular intervals
of x.

Please let me know whether this is the type of col-
umn [ should wrire, or if you have questions thac
you would like to have answered. I will rry to re-
spond in future columns, or in email if the qaes-
tion is something you need right away.

Bob Russell
Member #105

bobruss @airmail nes

_ (Ediror’s Note: Bob Russell is a long-time member

of che NTPCUG, and was che original Membership
Director back in the days when all the member-
ship information was stored in a version of the

ShareWare PC File program ]



High Ocvane Help

Reagan and I are very grateful ro Bill
Patker, our new SIG Coordinaror, for volun-
teering to take on the job of collecting and
ediring the SIG notes for publicaton in our
monthly newslewer.. Elder care for Reagan’s
mother has been raking its toll on us.
Things are more srable now, but we have
spent more than one newsletter production
weekend ar the hospiral in the last few
vears. It has been a rremendous burden to
deliver the newsletter on time certain
months.

S A g Ao 4 A e A" A A e e

community has been very supportive and
we are grateful. Recently, Timothy Car-

michael has acrively recruited volunrteers to nepasts 0{: Green ROOfbeeRI;

e

make sure that we have help. Enrer Bill
Parker, one of our new Directors, our new
SIG Coordinatos, and a hell of a nice volun-
teer. He has stepped in o help and has devised
some new methods for SIG Leaders to deposic SIG
nores for rhe newslerrer online.

I ceally do miss rhe interaction with SIG Leaders I
have enjoyed up ro now working on the newsler-
ter. Our SIG Leaders are a special breed of volun-
teers and I admire them immensely for their con-
uriburions. [have learned many things in atrend-
ing SIG meerings and know thar they are the heart
of our User Group.

Many thanks to all of our SIG Leaders for the
waork they do and many thanks wo Bill for step-
ping in o help streamline newslewer producrion.

Connie

Bewarel...
‘strange-
looking,
‘new BoD
Our Board of Direcrors and our User Group {F2embens o
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How 10 Join The NTPCUG
“Members” Mailing List

{Editor’s Note: Iam running Doug Gorrie’s wrorial
on joining the "Members™ Mailing List again this
month w0 assure NTPCUG members have access w

this NTPCUG member service.]

Beginning this month (March), we expect w be deliv-
ering your monthly newsletter to you electronically,
on our Web site (www.nipcug.org). This change has
huge financial benefits o the User Group. However,
since the newsleter will not be arriving by paper
mail, a differentvehicle is needed w ensure that mem-
bers are aware of where the newslemer is stored and
how o rewieve it. In additon, other issues relarive o
the User Group may need to be covered as well. such
as special presentatons, local NTPCUG supporred
events, changes in meetdng locadon, ew.

NTPCUG operares a ListSer-
ver. A ListServer is special
software that relays informa-
tion via e-mail on any num-
ber of separare topics. For
each topic, the ListServer
stores the e-mail address of in-
rerested readers, such as your-
self. Through the ListServer,
members can sy informed
_aboutr User Group events and
issues between newsletters.
This would also include re-
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ceipt of instructions on where the news-
letter is located on our Web sire. Our
ListServer currendy maiutains several
mailing liscs.

As an NTPCUG member, you may
“Join" one of these lists, called MEM- .
BERS. By joining the MEMBERS list, -
you are ensured of receiving an an-
nouncement when each monthly news-
lewer is released, where itis located,
and how to view it

Again, to receive this informatrion, you'

must foin the MEMBERS list. To do so,

merely send an e-mail message to the ListServer. The subject can be anything -- it is ignored by the
PLEASE NOTE that your e-mail message must ListSecver. Butin the body of che message, encer
come from the e-mail account where you want the following three words:

your announcements sent to. In other words, if

" . subscribe members your name
you join the list from an AOL account, our an- y

nouncements and informatdon will be e-mailed to where your name is your name as you want to be
your AOL account. You cannor join from one ac- known by the "“members” list on our ListServer.
count and expect to receive e-mail at another. An example entry here would be

The formart to join is as follows: subscribe members Fred Flintstone

When your request 1o join is processed, an aurco-
mared response will be rerurned o you confirm-
ing that your e-mail address has been added.
Please be aware that your request to join the list
may be “moderated”, meaning that all such re-
quests will be verified against membership records
before being accepred. '

Address an e-mail message to listserver@nepcug.org.

The Perfecr GiFr!

Looking for a last-minucte gift chat's quick, easy
and keeps on giving for the entire year? Take a
tip from Doug Gorrie and consider giving a one-
! year membership in che North Texas PC Users

. Group. This is an especially appropriate gift for
. a friend or relative who is new to computing

i and interested in learning how to use and enjoy -

the PC.

Should you have a problem gerting onro the MEM-
BERS list or in reading your newsletcer online,
NTPCUG bas individuals available to assist our
members. If you find you need such assistance,
please send e-mail to postmaster@utpcug.org. Some-
one will contact you by e-mail or by phone.

Also, don’t forger that NTPCUG membership also
includes the option of having an e-mail account on
our awn mail server. While it does nort allow
“surfing the net”, it can meert che needs of those
needing only local e-mail access. Again, if yon
feel thar this limired service meets your needs,
send e-mail to postmaster@nspcug.ory.
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. Point out the Genealogy SIGs ro people who are é
collecting information about their families, ell
friends how much the Internec SIGs can help in /
easing their way inco really using the Web, and . }
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the benefies of friendly, early computer lessons
in the Introducton to the PC SIG.

More experienced users would appreciate value .
t of vendor presenrations in making important

) We hope this method proves satisfacrory in gerin
. software and hardware decisions during rhe year. P proves. ¥ BETng

NTPCUG announcements and accessing your
monthly newslecter. We are prepared o make it
- work for you.

Thanks.

i If you have a friend or relative who constanty -
“borrows” your copy of the latesc North Texas PC
News, a gift membership might be especially wel-
' come.

Doug Gorrie

Doug Gorrie (972) 618-8002
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Are We Having Fun Now? Web & Y2K Provids
inTeresTing Twists & Turns As Tales Y2K "Hoax’
Hivs 'Popular’ Media, IPO Frustration Catches

Congnressional ATTENTION, LINUX 486 Routers Rise

MS v. Everybady just keeps churning ...   :-

Ahhh The rumor mills are churning and burning this month with
hints and innuendo about the “probable” non-resolution of the Mi-
crosoft v. DOJ and Everybody Else in the known universe antitrust
case. Idon’t think I'll add my 2 cents since I've already voted for
an MS appeal rather than settlement.

You don’t know how much willpower this consumes.

Y2K a ‘Hoax’? Media Mourn Lack
OF Banner Heads on January 1, 2000

Was Y2K a hoax? If you follow the non-techie, non-computer me-
dia you might get that feeling. I know that a lot of people are be-
ginning fo believe just that as a result of the massive IT efforts and
resulting success in preventing a possible catastrophe.

Catastrophe didn’t happen, not even in the areas that seemed most
likely to be afflicted, as a result of late starts in correcting the Y2K
problems. Produced a giant yawn for the media talking heads and
other pundits who were counting on banner (144-point) headlines
and tales of woe (if their presses worked) to brighten January 1,
2000, editions.

That’s a shame. Herculean
tasks completed by tens of
thousands (Zhundreds? of
thousands) of programming
and database professionals
added up to a non-event.

And that’s how it should be—
nobody’s life disrupted or sig-
nificantly inconvenienced ex-
cept for the professionals in-
volved in the Y2K fix.

spite of warnings to the con-
trary, but more knowledge-
able folk knew they would
pop up and were not sur-
prised at their appearance.

If it didn’t explode, it’s not
“news.”

Exploding? Gotra be CPU's
As InTel & AMD Announce
1+ GHz CPU’s in March
Are we free and clear now?

Hardly. There are still many, CPU clock rates are rapidly
many opportunities for small going into the statosphere as
yet irritating glitches to ap- both Inte] and Amd (Ad-

vanced Micro Devices) have

pear over the next several
been showing/demonstrating

years. The media is still treat-
ing these as “freak” events in

Nogh Toage PCPNEWS

1+ GHz CPU’s over the past
month.

I expected both to hit the 1
GHz level, but somewhat later
this year. We are talking (.18
micron devices from both ven-
dors and both promise produc-
tion quantities before year’s
end. The AMD chip is a K7
CPU and marks the heated
race between both vendors to
be at the top of the CPU
“speed” mountain.

Achieving such clock rates is
not without substantial prob-
lems. Heat is the source of
most of these difficulties.
These chips are built on
CMOS technology and there is
a direct relationship between
clock speed and heat buildup.
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There are already 1+ GHz
AMD powered PC’s thanks to
cryogenic coolers that keep

the chips at a reasonable tem-
perature and allow the high
clock rates. It is similar to hav-
ing an air conditioning/.refrig-
eration unit inside the PC case
just to cool off the CPU. It
does increase power consump-
tion and I'd think definitely
takes the PC well out of the
“green” category.

Question arises as to benefits
users may accrue from this
blistering speed. The CPUJ
clock rate is but one factor in
perceived PC “speed.” Ability
of the PC’s disk drives, ,
SDRAM and video cards to -
keep up with the CPU’s capa-
bilities are essential aspects
when looking at the perform-
ance of the machine. Probably
biggest gains will be for
gamers at this stage of the af-
fair.

Intel recognizes this fact and
has announced a plan to “tai-
lor” their CPU’s performance
for specific tasks rather than a
shotgun approach for general
use. The industry (including
Intel) has done this in the
past, but usually at the higher
end of the CPU spectrum. Ac-
cording to some media re-
ports, Intel will be optimizing
(some) of their CPU’s for gen-
eral business applications.
This marks a step away from
a single CPU frying to be all
things to all users.

Makes some sense to me, but
not sure how chips will be-
benchmarked and marketed.

Furvher Explosions — IPO’s
Conrinuve 10 Rock Markers
In The Technology Arena

What's also exploding is tech-
related IPO’s and mergers/ac-
isitions. Now there’s a cry
of “unfair” over the way large
brokerage houses are handling
“hot” tech IPO’s and favoring
large and institutional custom-
ers with initial stock allot-
ments while shunning the
smaller investors. For the
small investor who sees
him /herself denied access to
the wild price escalations fol-
lowing TPO’s, this must be

‘ maddening. I keep remindjng

myself that life is very rarely
“fair,” but feel this trend can
only serve to hasten the urge
to apply some regulation(s) to
the market to assure equal op-
portunity for all. (No, I'm not
one of the people squeezed-
out.)

Red Hat tried to alleviate this
situation for the program-
mers/users who had pushed
LINUX to the fore last year.
Problem was that their efforts
were essentially in vain since
many of these folks couldn’t
make the broker financial
minimums to participate in -
the Red Hat [PO. If I could
only travel in time - -

Marcch 2000

InTerner FoiblesSomertimes
You Ger the Bear, And,

- Somerimes The Bear Gets You

Internet and WWW become
truly interesting—for all the
wrong reasons this month.
First, there’s the “DoubleClick
Debacle” where a Web com-
mercial organization plans fo
divulge mucho personal user
information in a manner that
attracted Congressional /Sena-
torial attention. Wow! Just
how much do they know
about me—and you?

That's the $Xx,xxx,xxx ques-
tion for many Internet users
who were blithely unaware
that “Big .COM” was watch-
ing them on the Web. Yes, we
all have read about “Cookies”
and some of ug have even
taken steps to halt the informa-
tion flow to the “wrong”
hands. May not have been
enough, though. Unlike the
various governmental agen-
cies, FOI's (Freedom of Infor-
mation Act) disclosure re-
quests may not apply in this
case.

There’s some hope. Double-
Click has backed off the pro-
spective database sale idea
and may be in retreat from
Congressional scrutiny as this
goes to press (Web.)

Hmmm This is INTeresTing
Old 486 PC’s Have a Future
As LINUX-powered RouTers

Saw this in a recent PC publi-
cation and had to consider the
potential for home as well as
commercial (IT) shops. Seems
that “obsolete” PC’s powered
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by 486 CI'U’s may have an-
other lease on life/usefullness
in spite of the profusion of
near-1 GHz Pentiums and
AMD K7’s. Add LINUX and
turn the old PC into a router
(with appropriate LINUX
router software.)

May have significant impact
on the network router vendors
who typically ask $300 plus
for their boxes. Quotes [ saw
indicate a 486 PC with mini-
mal memory and hard disk
space can do this task quite
well with addition of a couple
of NIC's (network interface
cards) and be booted off a
floppy disk. Would be the per-
fect place for a home users’
firewall if attached to either a
cable modem or DSL modem
with their “always on” and
fixed IP vulnerabilities.

I plan to go (someday) to high
speed Internet access, but
have been wotried about the
security vulnerability in-
volved. Might be a perfect so-
lution since [ do have a few
“idle” 486 boxes lying around.

Actually, I've got two 486 PC’s
and a couple of sub-300MHz

Noh Taxas PONEWS

- x86 mainboards lying fallow
.in shelves in my credenza.
".Could one (or more) of these

form the basis of s ahome pro-
tection network?

If I have the time to configure
one of these to LINUX for the
purpose I may try it. Real
SOON NOW.

Is Inverner Info Valid?
Usener Newsqgroups
Raise Many QuesTions

Just how valid is information
gathered on the Web? Answer
seems to be: “Actually, not
very.” Several years ago, I
used the Usenet news groups
quite a bit for glimmers of in-
formation about microproces-
sor and software develop-
ments. More recently, I've
been using my favorite search
engine, Google.com, to seek
other areas of concern (mainly
mental health related) and
have come across a number of
sites I consider questionable if
not actually dangerous.

Problem is unmonitored na-
ture of many of these sites.
Even when monitored, many
of the sites have “monitors”
who are not terribly knowl-
edgeable about the field al-
though very interested in con-
troversial aspects of health
care. Donning my profes-
sional hat for this exploration
I came to several conclusions,
first of which was many of the
participants {not “lurkers”

such as myself) had existing
biases that appeared to blind
them to reality.

Major bias appears to be a
blind conviction that any
medical “authority” is part of
the conspiracy (on whatever
subject) and not to be trusted.
Germination appeared to be
similar to the rumors (years
ago) that a carburetor had
been invented that produced
100-mile to the gallon (of gaso-
line), but the inventor had
been bought off by the major
oil companies. Fact is (now)
that any automobile producer
would kill for such a device to
get the EPA, et al, off their
back.

Number of writers appear to
be unconvinced by hard facts
and see all MD's, Ph.D.’s, “ex-
perts,” etc., as the “enemy.”
see similar biases in non-medi-
cal and technical arenas as
well on the Web, which tends
to bring into question the va-
lidity of anything I see on the
Net. That's somewhat tragic
since this could have been a
fremendous force for educa-
tion and llumination.

Tak Zhal'!

That’s a close (maybe) translit-
erration of "sorry ‘bout that’
in Russian and the end of this
colum for the month.

Reagan Andrews
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A Mild Winter Meeting

There were no complaints by the hundreds of club
members who took part in the fourth Saturday meeting
of the NTPCUG, as the sun shown after a very stormy
previous night. There were also no complaints for the
lack of volunteers to take care of the many details such
a meeting demands, Their help made it a perfect meet-

ing.

Nute of thanks to Jim Wehe who signed out one of the
newest Newsletter exchange bound volumes, and re-
turned it with full cross-indexing that makes looking up
other clubs news letters easier to find. There wus even
an USA map with geographical points showing the Jo-
cation of contributing user groups. In an evolving com-
puter society the newsletter format may take on 2 new
face. What will other clubs do? How will they handle

the distribution of user group news? Will the electronic
Web-based newsletters clubs are using help us keep in
touch with those clubs?

A drawing for devices and accessories followed an ex-
traordinary demonstration of Palm VIIL Tt has been a
{ong time since T have seen that much interest in those
red drawing ticket stubs. The Investors Group was busy
charting the market downturn of the kast two weeks.
Tim Foster told me you really haven’t lost or gained
until you sell your stock. T hope some members of the
SIG Group were able to take part in the TPO, which
Palm was {n the midst of that week. Good timing is

everything.

Membership cards were mailed out for those members
who missed picking them up 4t the Information Desk.
Randy Durham neatly stuffed them in window enve-
lopes and mailed them to those members we missed

seeing at the February meeting. Thanks Randy, for the

many months of volunteering to do that very important
task. Those cards were printed in response to new and

renewal applications received by your club Tnformation
Booth volunteers, and accounted for by Cinda Lovil.

Thunks to all those member volumteers who are men-
tioned here and elsewhere in this month's Newsletter
and the volunteers’ who are named below.

Big Town Liaison Information/Registration
Mark Mills Booth
Statistician:
Auditorium Presenta- C:m::il:r.:\ndrews
tions , Rulph Beaver (Assistant)
Vincent Gaines Scheduler
Claude McClure
Anchors:

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

i Send ms an £-mail at CMeC 1248@ aol.com and
make the subject matter your aren of inleresl.

Sign up at e Information Boolh to work that area
in & comng month. .

. _Byahone:
Auditorium Presentstions

Vincent Gainesl . .......... (972) 721-2770 (w)
........... (©72) 234-3231 (n)

iformation Booth and General nformation

Claude McOiure. . ......... (972) 8B7-0878 (n)

-
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Roger Bopp Randy Durham
Vernon Cates Eteta E. Eta
Cindx Lovil Ttm Foster
David Martin John McNeil (Double)
Bob McNeil (Double) Linda Moore
Ken Sauter Oscar Tyler
Fred Toulmin T.J. Wickliffe
Booth Crew: N

Randi Boucher
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News and meering nores of Special Interest Groups
(Material for this column showld be sent to Bill Parker ar Sig_coordina-
tor@nipeug.org before the PC News monihly deadline lisyed on the inside cover )

Access

Coming in March: Carol Reed, Direc-
tor of Child Nutrition, and Barhara
Hoffman, Buyer, of the Richardson
1SD to discuss how lood service order-
ing and purchasing requirements differ
{rom those of a restavrant or other {ood
vendor. the specilications {or a food
service application built for them by
Jim Wehe using Access, and their expe-
riences using that application. Be sure
to come (or this excitng presentation
of a real-world application, and (or the
latest news abowot our (ulure meeting
place and some possible changes o our
meeling schedule.

In Fehruary: SIG Leader Larry Lin-
son presented "More about {inding re-
cords in Microsolt Access”. He demon-
strated making his own Find Dialog (or

one specific field and another Find Dia-
fog to search more than one specific
field, showing contbo boxes with one
dependent on Lhe selection in the other.
He sunggested that Access 97 and later
versions provide a oolbar option. Fifter
by form , that is even belter and sim-
pler to use than a Generic find Dialog
that we might create.

Comiing in the future, bat deferred
for now; SIG Leader Lary Linson
will discuss ActiveX Data Objects
(ADO) starting with Lhe basics. ADO is
Microso(t’s data access method of
choice for the {uture ~ in (ime, replac-
ing DAO, RDO, ODB( Direct, the
ODBC APL and othess in the 2lphabet
roup of methods available in recent
years. Already, Access 2000 and Visual
Basic 6 have the ability (o use ADO as
the underlying, behind-the-scenes data

FROM BILL PARKER, S1G COORDINATOR

The following are changes/additions/needs that the NTPGUG has made to the SIG's.
Please noiify me of any changes in contact information for exisiing SIG Leaders.

New SIGs:

—No new SIGs were added this month.

Groups Looking for Help in L.eading their SIGs:

H—} Introduction to the PC [Contact Spike Smith at spike3@home.com, 972-231-0730
The requirements for forming a SIG are:

Leadership — at least ona individual willing to lead the SIG, and an assistant.
Membertship — at least eight individuals willing to aitend the SIC fairly consistently.

If you have a group that meets these qualifications or would tike help in finding othars
who might share your interests, please contact me at {214) 365-5889 (M}, or e-mail to
. 8ig_caordinator@ ntpcug.crg.
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source lor boumd forms and data-bownd-
controls, as well as the ability (o use it
in VBA code much as we've previously
used Data Access Objects (DAO), DAO
was usable only with the Jet database
engine, but ADO can be nsed with any
dala source that has an OLE DB
Provider.

Available on the Web: In addivon to
the "Images in Access” examples now
available lor both Access 97 and Ac-
cess 2000, SIG Leader Larry Linson
has posted copies of his reviews of Pro-
gramming Microsoft Access 2000, by
Rick Dobson, and Desigring Rela-
tionul Databuse Systems, by Rebecca
Riordan, 1o his Web sile at kttp://home-
stead.deju.comfuseracedevel. Both re-
views were originally published here in
the North Texus PC News. You must
have script execution enabled i your
browser (o view the site and download
the malerial.

Scrvice Raleases from Microsoft:
Visit Microsof Us sile, Attp://support mi-
crosoft.com [or the hinal {orm of Serv-
ice Release 2B (or Access 97 and the
Y2K patch for Access 2.0, implement-
ing a form ol date windowing.

Larry Linson

AcriveX Applicarion Develop-
ERS

In March: SIG Leader Larry Linson
will continue with Part Il and conclude
“Introduction Lo Relational Database".
we'll discuss the practical rules and
consideralions in mplementing a rela-
tional database. We'll particularly em-
phasize normulization, vsually imple-
mented only throngh Third Normal
Form, but funher defined. Agaim, we'll
be iming Rebecca Riordan’s book. De-
sigring Relutional Databuse Systerns,
as our primary resource. Larry re-
viewed and recommended it in the
North Texas PC News. U's published
by Microsoll Press and available at

well-stocked local bookstores and most
of the online bookxellers.

In Janwary: SIG Leader Larry Linson
began with Part § of “Introduction Lo
Relational Database”™. We talked about
some history and deflinition of basic
terms of Dr. Edgar Codd’s relational
model. We also covered corresponding
terms used in relational datibases
which implement that model.

Likely foture topics: Here are some
topics we've considered: (1) More on
Office 2000 (seems it is an inex~ ‘
hauslible subject). (2) Reviews ol a
book pertinent to the intetests of the
SIG, or two or three, as (ime permis,
by Dan or Larry or both, and (3) A tu-
1orial on Microsoft Front Page 2000 or
detail review of a sample chapler or
two of one of the Microsolt Press self-
study books on Front Page. Il you have
topic ideas or especially il you will vol-
untesr 10 speak at a (uture SIG meet-
ing, send an e-miail (o bnlinson @yu-
hoo.com ot dogden@gte.net.

The ActiveX Application Developers
SIG addresses issues of developing ap-
plications under the Conmponent Object
Model (COM) nsing ActiveX Controls
and other ActiveX components. Just be-
canse &0 many of our allendees work in
Microsoft Office and other soltware us-
ing i, we have considerable emphasis
on Office and VBA issues. But, don't
forgel, ActiveX components and VBA
are nol at afl limited to Microsofl prod-
ucts — there's a Tong list of products
now using VBA as their programming
(that used 1o be called “macro™) lan-
guage. Visio was the first to do so. A
surprising addition to that list was
Corel ‘s WordPer{ect. We still ask and
answer a few guestions about Open Da-
tabase Connection (ODBC) technol-
ogy, Loo, bul the questions now are con-
centraiing on ActiveX Data Objects
(ADQO} becanse it is new and because
Microsoft is toutmg it as the replace-
menl for all previous data access meih-
ods. As hot 2 the Intemnelt is, onr topics
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aren’t necessanly about Infernetting,
since ActiveX controls work equally
well on the desklop and in client/server
environnients as in fntemet applica-
tions. That's one of the attractive (ea-
tures: one type of control, usable
nany environments. Many of the lopics
we cover are of mterest 1o developaos
using other tools, working in other envi-
ronyents - for exantple, some such anb-
jects we have covered in the past were
“Pros and Cons of DilTerent Types of

non

Confracts”, "Documeniing System

Norh Texas PCNEWS

s "s %

Specifications”, and "Structures] Analy-
sis and Syslem Specificalions”.

Come join us in March, if you're inter-
esled tn computer application develop-
menl We hope 10 have some exciting
news aboul our new meeting place,
schedule, and perhaps even some
change of focus for this SIG. We'll do
the best we can Lo miake il &n interest-
ing and productive hour.

Larry Linson

Alpha Five

The Febmary meeting took a slight de-
tour, in that we showed the basics of
building a database for some nsers new
{0 Alpha fiive. The scheduled topic of
designing a cus{omer contact database
was started, bul since not all of the
handouts were available, the discussion
will be completed i the March meet-

g

Even though many such applications
exist, and one comes standard with Al-
pha Five, this type ol application shows
niany of the design issues that will
arise in other applications. For this rea-
son, we will develop a customer con-
tact application [tom stast (o (inish so
users can see the entire process.

Bill Parker

CommunicaTIONS

In the March meeting we will be dis-
cussing Windows CE handheld devices
used for communication purposes.
There are approximately four niillion
Windows CE devices in the hands of
consumers today. The nunber of peo-
ple owning Windows CE devices is ex-
pected o grow to eight milfion within
fwo years. We will fk about Win-
dows CE 1, 2, & 3 and other support
software. Handheld devices with Win-
dows CE are stmilar in [unction io
desklop operations but there are differ-
ences in the actual hardware,
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We will lalk about the uselulness of the
devices and the suppor hardware you
need (o connect. We will have log on,
eonfiguration and connection informa-
ton {or all the major carders. I you
wanted 10 take your laptop on a busi-
néss Lip or vacation, the connection
and configutations would sufl apply.
We will talk about multiple 1SP's,
browsers and e-mail with a handheld.
We won't cover any malerial on Palm
devices in this eeeting bul we will
cover this subject in April or May.
Handhelds is a subject you need (o
know, so plan on attending our meet-

ing.
Birl Smith and Alan Brosz

Dallas Corel
March 2000

Paper [or Successful Inkjet Printer Out-
pul

Dick Clampitt o Red River Paper
Company will show us the latest sup-
plies and equiprient available fo suc-
cessfully print your Core]l DRAW and
other graphic cortpuler files on your
desktop color printers. New papers, ar-
chival inks, and latest technology print-
e make lasting photographic resulls 2
reality no longer just a dream. Can you
say “giclee”? Dick will tell us what it is
and lead ns through the many indusuy
refinenients and advances in the past
year, since his popular last presentation
to our SIG. Check out the paper san-
ples (or.yoursel(. To.gpt a jo:slart .,

‘Notice 10 SIG Leaders

} We would like to be sure the informa- !
i ion we list for you in the SIG

¢ Leader lising is current. Please take
; a minuie to feview your lisling/s and
7 let us know il there are any correc-

; ions or additions (hat need {0 be

: made. Please send changes to Bill

; Parker:

-

~

3
3
3
)
3
i
i
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{or this session, visit itip:/Awvww.re-
driverpupercom. NTPCUG members
will be eligible for & valuable door
prize.

February in Review

Mary McWilliams Johnson presented
“How 1o conmmimicate elfectively with
streamlined Web graphics and content”.
Whelher we are veterans or newbies at
Web site design, Mary believes we
should jump into the fim now. Use the
space availsble with your e-mail ac-
cowmnt Lo experiment! She had placed
demonsiration files on her own Web
site and accessed them online to make
her poinis to us. Since she designed
and recenlly launched our new
NTPCUG Web site,
http:/fvww.ntpeug.ovg, you have prob-
ably already seen a sample of her work.
Her “Wordsmith Workshop™,
hitp:/fwww.supercon-
nect.comfwvordsmit, and “Mary’s Tips
on Designing Web Sites”,
http:/iww.superconnect.con/marys-
fips, won industry awards. With a back-
ground as technical wriler, graphic de-
signer and multimedia producer, Mary
becarae enthralled with Web develop-
ment several years ago. She cleady en-
joys this dynamic new medium and en-
cousages us 1o use Corel’s Web-ready
{eatures, and those ol other graphic pro-
grams, (o develop our own inviting
sites.

April

Rose Anne Ellison will address a joint '
meeting of Da]]as Corel 8I1G and Word-

Perlect SIG in April. Rose Anne’s
topic will be Corel Presentalions 9. As
a professional Presentations designer,
she will again bring vs tips and demon-
slrale how to niake eflective on-screen
presentations with Corel soltware, -
cluding DRAW, PHOTO-PAINT, and
PRESENTATIONS. To learn more
aboul Presentations 9. o module found
in the Corel WordPerfect 2000 Site,
join us in April.

Get the New Coredl® KnockOuat for
$99

Create digilal photo composites with
stonning realism—in a fraction of the
time—using Corel KnockOut raasking
software, Available (or either PC or
Macintosh®, this extraordinary applica-
tion now makes il easy (o produce
seamless composites thal preserve {ine
details, such as hair (ransparencies,
smioke, motion blor and shadows. Also,
inyport and export {iles [rom pholo-edit-
ing progmms eflortlessly. Formerly
cosling users several hundreds of dol-
tars, Corel purchased il recenty, but
did not include it in DRAW 9. This
powerful product takes the tedivm out
ol masking objects with irregular
edges. giving you more lime (o expand
your creative boundaries. Corel Knock-
Out masking software—an essential
part of the professiona designer’s 100l-
box. http:/fwww.corel.com/corelknock-
outfindex.htm.

Corel Seminar Dallas May 2-3

Rick Altman will bring his popular
seminar (or CorelDRAW users 10 us in

’ .v.ﬂ.v-'fﬁ-.ﬂ Dallas, TX Ma)l 2- 3 2000. Re~

-:::,u lerred o as an oll-season (ravel-

% ing semnar, this event is kmaller
3 (reservation seating (or 45 people)
=i than the (wll Conlerence, but

L packed with infomation and
y ; learning opportumities. Geared for
, : CorelDRAW 1sers Iow-intermedi-
; ale and up, it [eares two days ol
2 engaging topics and presentations,

"'4'.:%:-;-:9’ For full deails and reservalions,

Dallas Coral ls A Sic OJ' North Texas PC Users Group
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Visit Attp:ffwrww.altman.con/seminars.
We who have atiended his seminars in
the past give them tave reviews. Re-
member when he made a surprise visit
10 our 81G meeting a (ew year ago?

CorcddWORLD 20060

Corel WORLD 2000 Confetence is
scheduled lor September 10-15, 2000
in San Diego, CA. Rick Altman and
many additional Corel graphics lumi-
naries will be (eatured presenters. This
conference offers the Corel graphics
software user a full course of leamning
oplions. Find details at Attp:/Awwalt-
man.conveoretworld.

Recent Programs al Dallas Corel S1G

% Mar/99 —- DRAW & PAINT Q &
A

% Apr/99 — Scanning For Success
€ Jun/99 — Member Showcase

& Jul/99 — Virtual Corel Training
on CD

» Aug/99 — Corel Large-Output at
Service Bureaus

4 Sep/99 — Corel and the Cnlrepre-
neur

& Oc1/99 — Filters and Plugins, Part
1

% Nov/99 — Fhotographic editing
Plugins

4 Dec/99 — Fillers and Plugins,
Part 111

4 Jan/00 — Masks in PHOTO-
PAINT

4 [eb/00 — Web Site Devslopment
Tips
Marsha Drebelbis

DOS/Operating SysTems

Are you protected? Are you sure?

We're rolling into Spring early this year
with blossoming flowers, verdant green-
ery, birds and bulterflies. And, don't
forgel the usual siege of really nasty,
somefimes violent and always danger-
ous thunderstonms [or the unprotecied.
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That's the theme (or the March
DOS/Operating Systems SIG, making
sure our machines are protected from
the elements, including “hackers.” and
malicious compules-virus artists in addi-
tion to the weather's dangers. Profect-
mg ourselves from most of these is in-
itiatly, relaively simple.

Surge Protection isn’t ‘Forever?

1t's the Tong-term where most of us
stumble. Why? Because we tend (0 as-
sure that “protection” lasts forever and
doesn’l require ongoing maintenance.
Wrong!

Take the smiple surge protectors most
ol us have between our PC’s and the
wall sockets for example. The cheap-
est of these (around $5.00) are usually
nothing more than « single MOV (met-
al oxide varistor} across the two “hot™
lines. More sophisticated units may in-
clude MOV’s between both tine and
the “ground™ line. Problem with sim-
ple MOV protection is that MOV's de-
grade over time with repeated line
surges. They can also be destroyed by

i IMPORTANT COREL ADDRESSES
; & PHONE NUMBERS

Corel Corporation
1600 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Onrario, Canada
K1Z 8R7

“Technical Supporc Repre-

SENTATIVES cveeeecceaanee

(31 Release, CD-Rom only(latest

“fixes” and paiches far Corel prod-:

ucts)

; *&(,usu*mer Service Represenmuvec
.. 800-772-6735 .

SIVAN (Interactive Vaoice Answ er-
ing Nerwork) ...

| %24 Hour Automared Fax Syseem

..................... 613.728-0826 Ext.3080 !

“Technical Support hours are 4A M

wy BPM (EST) excluding holidays

¢ @Ta obuain our catlogue please re- ©

Leequess desumant 22000 .

RBB-267-3548 |

.. BOU-772-6735

613-726-1990
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a major lightning hit—ofien withont
the user being aware (hat the MOV s
“blown.”

Betier surge protectors are smuch more
expensive since the circuitry includes
chokes (inductors), capacitors and seas-
ing cirewils that indicate when the unit
is no longer protecting the atlached
equipment. These unily afso Gler out
high-lrequency line noise in addition to
providing surge profection.

UPS’s Prevent Power Loss

Good surge proteciors will (generally)
protect the aliached equipment, but
don’1 protect data m case of a power
oulage. As fitde as a 60 millisecond
drop in line voltage can force many
PC’s 1o rebooL, thus losing any data in
meraory. (That's a good reason (o
“save” often.) Beiter yet would be an
uninterniptible power supply (UPS)
with suflicient battery backup o allow
saving dala and exiting the programs
and Windows. Prices on UPS's bave
dropped considerably and the typical
user could (md a it capable of provid-
ing 10 - 13 minutes power 1o allow
saves for less (han $150. These unifs
also have surge protection built n and
do double duty. Several interact with
Windows via a serial or USB port will
and inform the user if batteries are Tow,
ete.

Don’t Forget the Phone

If you are using a moderm 10 connect {o
the Interet, don’t fongel phone-line
surge protection. Telephone lines are
very susceptible 1o generating powerful
inductive spikes {rom nearby lighining,
strikes with sufficient energy to destroy
many of the modem and mainboard
components. Many ol the better surge
protectors have erephnne 7
fine surge protection m addi-
tion 1o power line protection.
However, simple phone line
protection is available at
most RadioShack stores at a
moderaie cost in case the
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power umit doesn’t have this capability.

2

Virii

Anti-virus software is niuch more “user
friendly” than in the past and users
need tn eslablish a regulat schedule lor
updaung their virus data. Monthly up-
dates may not be suflicient in the pre-
sent envitonment . [ usually suggest
weekly updates for most home users
and more (requent updates in business
selings. Duoring the Y2K weeks, I was
updating daily.

“Hackers” on the Iniernet

This is a2 new one and it's direcled o
those users who are blessed with cable
or DSL connections to the Intemer
Problem is that they are always “on”
and have ixed 1P addresses instead of
the dynarnically-assigned IP’s used
with PPP modem comection Lo the
Net. Media experts are suggesting (hal
any user with a cable or DSL commec-
tion eguip themsell with a personal
“Firewall” 1o prevent external mischiel
from entering their systems, BluckICE
Defender is one ol the more lrequently
recommended products and is available
as a download (ron1 NedCE {or $39.95
al www.pefice.com  Another Firewall
receiving vety posilive press nolice is
ZoneAlarm 2.0 which is a ree down-
Ioad (rom Zone Labs at zonelabs.com.

And, of covrse, Backups

A recent backup set won't protect the
user from lightning hits or malicious
“hacker” attacks, but it can save a Iot o
time and ef(ort in rebuilding important
data after such an event. Although I
w1l prefer high-speed tape backups,
there are many other options available

that d:dr { exist 10 years ago. One I'm
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nsing (requently is saving 1o CD/R
disks, which have become relatively in-
expensive over the last two years at less
than $1/disk. ZIP disks are another ave-
niue and particularly suitable for dala-
only backups. The fmporstant thing
here ix to backup frequently regardless
of the medium. I1 can save a lot ol
headaches and foul Ianguage later..

Reagan Andrews

Excel/Spreadsheer

The subject [or the March meeting will
be Data Consolidaton. This is 4 re-
quest (rom a SIG member with a xpe-
cific example. I have no previons expe-
rience with this subject, so I may need
a Inde help (rom the assembled group.

At (he Febroary Tneeting we had a dem-
onstration of Web Queries {ollowed by
a description of the design of a Web
Queries, Web Queries allow you to
query dala (rora a speciic site on the
Internet or an intranel server and re-
ceive the information directly into Mi-
crosolt Excel. Web quertes are text
files with the file extension .iqy contain-
ing three or four lines of text and can
be easily generated. Any table on the
Interne! can be imported or updated di-
rectly into Excel.

Thanks (0 «ll members who were in-
volved in the acquisition and inntalla-
tion ol the Internet cormection. N sure
came in handy [or this demonstration.

for (hose of you who missed the meet-
ing there are some examples available
n Exce] lor Microsoft Office 97. Try
the (ollowing example 10 see how easy
itis. If you have a dial-up Internet serv-

ice, [you must have a connection (o
your ISP unning in the background.

In Excel go (o the "Data” Menu. Click
"Gel External Data” and then "Rum a
Web Query”. Seleci "Deiailed Stock
Quote by PC Quote, Inc.igy” and when
requested (or a stock symbol, enter
your favorite stock or enter "msft” for
microrofl. Observe the results.

IT you want 10 see what a query looks
like, open the file using a text editor.
The file is loczled in the Program
Files\Microsolt Oflice\Queries\ subdi-
reclory.

IT you wani 1o Iry your hand al Web
Queries; load the "Get More Web Que-
ries.iqy" and lollow the tink 10 "Mi-
crosoft Excel Web Coymectivity Kit".
There is a Word document in the Kit
detailing how you can create your own
Web Queries.

} you have an interesting application
that you wanl 1o share with the group,
give me a call and I will schedule you
al a (uture meeting,

Whether you are a beginning or expeti-
enced user, bring your problems 1o the
next neating and we will try to find a
solution Lo your problem. [ ray "we"
because SIG atlendees answer most
questions. If your problem is not easy
1o explain in words at the meeting send
me an example of your .xls file to ebfo-

erster@nepcug.org. This will give mea
chance to work on the problemt ahead
of time and make {or a smoother pres-
entation.

Eb Foerster

Games

81G Leader: Chris Carmichael,
chris.carmichael @ntprug.org, H 214-
331301

S1G Asst. Leader: Timothy Car-
michael, timothv.car-
michael @ntpeug.org, W 972-566-4626

This SIG will focuses on computer
games and how 1o play them, whether
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role-playing games (RPG), action games,
or educational games. We teview current
md upcoming gantes, discuss stratzgies
{or specific games, and share opinions
and Jearning experiences. Bring games

" 10 swap with others, and bring PC game

miagazines 10 add to the library. If you
wanl 1o learn more abont what games
you and your parents would like (o buy,
coOme join us.

Chris Carmichasl

Genealogy - The Master Ge-

nealogist

We mesl oll-site on a different day than
on our Urer Group meeting day.

Check the Web page {or the TMG Lls-
ers Group meeling time, daie and loca-.
tion al. www.pioneerinfo.comfmg/.

Jeri Steele

INTerneT - Beginning

Our February 2000 meeting incleded
a lively discussion on Internel securily,
as begim by Birl Smith in the previous
hour’s Comravnication’s SIG. Why do
we care? Recent denial-ol-service al-
tacks brought down several major In-
ternet siles, poinling out weaknesses
that can impact all of vs. The perpetra-
(ors used the machines of unsuspecting
users arowmd the world 10 unknowingly
attack AOL, YAHOO, Amaxzon Com,
ele, rendering these commercial sites
largely useless {orlengihy periods.

These unsuspecting machines could be
yours und mine V! Were they vsed tike
hundreds of others {o iniliate (he at-
tacks? Chances are slim, but you just
can’L be sure if your syslem is unpro-
tected. And il your PC could be sc-
cesned and made (o attack YAHOO, it
could be accessed 1o steal your sensi-
tive dala, mstall viruses, or even FOR-
MAT your hard disk. Not Good 1t

With the advent of higher speed In-
ternet connectivity using ISON, ADSL.
and cable, users are online and accessi-
ble much more of the ime. The “Al-
ways On” aspect of these comeclions
is like leaving your (ront door open {or
long periods, and yon may not be close
by 1o review who comens in !}
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So how do you protect youssal( 2? ffirsy,
niake sure you run (and keep updated) a
virus progean - McAlee, Symantee, or
others, This will help protect you from
viruses and some malicions programs
that arrive in rovtine e-mail, or which
vou dowiload accidentally.

Second, evaluale the status of your cur-
reni machine (o see where its weak-
nesses e, One greal Web site that can
assist in reviewing your security s
www gre.com {Gibson Research Corpo-
ration). From this site, you can exam-
ine your system remotely and have the
resulis reported. It will test your In-
ternet conneciion security, then test
your “pofts™.

We tested Birl Smith’s PC during our
February meeting. and (ound some actual
or possible weaknesses. Good explana-
tions accompanted each (ext, helping us-
ers evaluate ihe significance of each one,
I would recoramend that ALL vsers con-
nect here and test their systems.

So what il you find that you have some
“holes™? Unless vou are running some
{ormy of network securily program, you
DO have holes, whether you see them
ornol. And i yon are online on DSL,
ISDN, cable, or even via a modent, you
are al risk.

Two programs bemg touted in the press
lately are ZoncAlarm and BlackICE.
ZoneAlarm is a (ree product available
from Zone Labs (www. zonelabs.com).
I nmins on Windows 95/98/NT/200X).
The recently refeased Version 2 pro-
vides needed enhancements, making
the product a definite “musl see™

ZoneAlam is simple to install. Once in
place, il begins developing a Tist of ap-
plications running on your cornputer
that are accessing the intemel. for
each, you can specily whether that ap-
‘plication or service gains access, is de-
nied access, or il you are 1o be asked
each thme. You can lock out Intemnel ac-
tivity {rom all processes except those
you approve.

As noted on their Web sile, ZonzAlarm
inchides a Firewall, Application Con-
trol, Iniernat Lock. Securty Levels,
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and Zones. I sugpgest vou read over itk
{eatvres, then download and install it

* In fact, how about 4 iutle “before and

after” test. First, test your PC at Gib-
son’s site above, and note (or even
piint} the resulis. Then, install
ZoneAlarm and renm the test I'Tl bet
you are very impressed a3 what
ZoneAlarnt can do (o protect you, and
all at no charge.

The: other great product is BlackICE,
(tomm Network ICE (www.net-
worklCE.com). Although not free, its
$40 download price is very rearnonable.
Like ZoneAlarm, it provides Cirewall
security when online. But unlike
ZoneAlarm, il provides details on each
altemipt (or possible atlempt) 1o hack
into your computer. For each hack at-
ten1pl, you can double click and get ad-
ditional detail about that type ol attack.
I'm told you can even send evidence of
ap attack 1o the Internet Service
Provider of the hacker, asking that he
be disconnected [or his actions.

Doug installed both products and wn
Gibson’s lest on each. The resnlts were
remarkable. In both cases, my system
was reported as being nearly invisible
10 ouiside access aftempts. Poris were
not just OPEN or CLOSED, but were
observed 10 be in STEALTH mode.
Stealth mode was described as one that
“eats™ malicious packets, making your
PC invisible as though you are not con-
nected (bul you are ).

At present, I can’t reconimend one over
the other. 1 plan Lo run both over time
and compare the results. But ) do
know this — I will rim one of them AL~
WAYS [rom here on out.

In faci, plar on our demonsirating
onc or both nf these programs at the
March 18" mecting,

If you have specific issues you wish to
see presented in our Internet S1Gs,
please send e-mail W doug. gor-
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rie@nitpcug.org and we will iry to
cover it. )

See you on March 18t !

Tom O°Keefe, Pat Hykkonen
& Doug Gorrie

InTerner - Advanced

At our Febrnary 2000 meeting, Pat
Hykkonen continped his series on
TCP/IP protocols, as begam m Novem-
ber. This would encompass the Net-
work, Transport and Application layers
of the O8I model. Jtincluded an over-
view of such prolocols as Telnet, I'TP,
SMTP, SNMP, and good old HTTP.

In March, we anticipate a Q&A ses-
sion, We've had excellent fuck wilh
these in past months, as use of the In-
ternet always creates new questions and
issues. Come join us on March 18" at
Noon, in Room B.

If you have specific issues you wish lo
see presented in our Intemmel S1Gs,
please send e-mail 1o doug.gor-
rie@ntpcug.org and we will try Lo
cover il

See you on March 18th !

Tom O 'Keefe, Pat Hykkorien
& Doug Gorrie

IxTroduction vo the PC

O speetal program {or seniors last
week was 2 suceess {or bringing in
some new polential members. We
wers a bit troubled with nmlfunction-
ng equipment snd replacements ol not
so representative of hone use. Our

L. AN comection with The BEAM, ISP
worked admirably {or Intemet demon-
strations. This Semiors Program used a
Microroll videotape Opening New Win-
dows on the World as an introduction.
The video was slanted (oward senior

cittzens in that the moderator was Os-

car Goldman, a seasoned actor who
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older persons relate (0. Thix in no way
delracts {rom its use {or mtroducing the
basic paris of the PC sysiem which ean
be enjoyed by all family members.

Contimung seniors or fumily programs
may be a strong consideration for fu-
ture ongoing Introduction programs.

One major change (o be made in all (u-
ture programs is presenting less (echni-
cal information and having at Ieast one
desktop (or a demo unit. Technical
handouts may still be nsed {or those se-
dous leamers.

The March programs synopsis:

Class 10. 10:00 AM
PC Printers

PC Priniers range {rom around $150
throngh well over $20.000. We will

look at color as well as black and

white. Cost comparisons and output
quality vs. laser jet, ink jel, bubble jet,
ribbon, and dot matrix. Interface meth-
ods are SCSI, parallel, serial, and USB. -

Some are (ast, some are small and their
dpi (dots per inch) is intporiant in both
performance and being able 1o “out-
spec” your neighboms,

......................................................

Marcly 2000

Which type is best for you? (I have
four of them, one Laserlet, one mk jet,
ome color ribbon, one doi matrix)

Class 11. 12:00 Noon
Networks & Such

Networks have become a vital part of
not only the oflice environment but
within 1he home 1oo. Networks provide
a means for usens 1o share vast re-
sources and virual files everywhere.
The home business or pleasure user (0-
day maakes wide nsage o( dialup nel-
working. Remole banking, bill paying,
and especially the Internet are all exam-
ples. :

Wired networks allow offices to share
printers, other peripherals, and cont-
mon files. Networks can creale com-
plex workstations (or large fasking and
sharing major resources.
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files and lets you see and print the orgi-
nal data ’

IFTP stands {or (TCP/IF) fite transfer
protoenl. A Tow cost (and free [or per-
sonal users) program is Ipswitch, Inc.
"WS_IFTP". This aliows you to lransler
text and binary {iles over telephong
lines or LANs. This is useful lor get-
ting your Web site onto (he Intemet. It
is also useful (o send 10 an itp server a
picture of your {irstborn or grandchild
o that ALL of your relatives can ac-
cess L.

Would you like to caplure what 1s on
the screen? How about capluring ob-
Jjects and put them onto the screen? |
would!

Harold (Spike} Smith

InvesTors

In February we had Kevin Greent, « [§-
nancial Advisor lrom Morgan Stanley
Desn Wilter as st speaker. Kevin spoke
on the topic "Information and Knowl-
edge." He highlighted the power of the
research available through Morgan
Stanley. Kevin offers a consultatlion (o
anyone who is interested and can be
reached al 214-265-4440 or e-n1ail at
kevin_green @wmsdw,.com.

March - come one! Come all! We
want input, questions, and pariicipa-
tion. We also need your e-mail ad-
dresses (0 add 1o our roster.

Kathryn (Kathy) Kirby & Dick
Richtman

Java

We had a really good umout (or Jamic
Nettles presentation on his Spirals ap-
plication. He explained the concepts of
mutation and how it applies o genetics
and bow the various randosaly created
spirals in his population inherit charac-
leristics (rom previous generations. He
then showed ps
exanples and
how hix applica-
tion used vanious
objecls 1o repre-
sent genes and
chromosomes.

SRR

North Texas PCNEWS

Whenever he does manage 1o send the
application 10 me I will post it on the
SIG page. - )

There was also a good wmout for the
main preseniation on the Palm compnt-
ing devices. J{ anyone has done any
kind of programming on any of these
pocket computers, lel me know.

Fam extremely busy at work and may
not have a lot of time O get much of a
presentation this month. I will iry to get
a demonsiralion of my swiny calenlator
set up. I( anyone has anything they
would like to demonstrate, Iet me know.

Daon Benish

Microsofr Nevworking
Next Meeling: March 18, 2000, 8 AM

In March, SIG co-leader Paul Sloanc
will give a presentation on his experi-
ence implementing Microsofl Proxy
Server (or his home oflice network.

Don’t forget te arrive early to be cli-
gible for the software freebies!

Here are the tentative topics for the
next few raeetings. We are still looking
for volunteers to assist with (uture pres-
enlations.

Upcoming Scheduale:

April - Microsaft Proxy Server
May - Black lcc Presentation

- Win2K demo and

discussion

June

July - Centinuation of Win2K
demaos and discussiony

August- Open for suggestions
(email gil.brand@atpcug.org):

NT Securily, NT Moniloting, etc.
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Site-pf-the-manth:

Dec 99 —wnnv gre.com. This site will
give you a report on just how mnch in-
fonmation your compuler system ex-
poses 1o the Internet. Give it a try.

Previons mectings:
Fcbruary, 2000

In February, SIG rember Jim
Thompson gave a demo of a Virtwal
Privaie Network (VPN) connection. We
connecled the demo sysiem in Room
"B" (runping W98) 1o the server al one
of his clients {running NT4 Setver) lo-
cated on the Intemet.

Our connection was viz the high-speed
rateflite link provided by the Beam,
one of our User Group sponsors. Check
out their products at www The-
Beam.com.

Jamary, 2008

Paul Sloane gave a presenlation on the
relafive advantages and disadvantages
of "Upgrading (rom WinNT fo
Win2K, or Clean Insiall Win2K". See
the SIG area on our Web site to view
the related handonts.

December, 1999

We held a round table discussion on
"Windows PC Vulnerability Assess-
ment and Patch Imaplementation”.
Marny of the attendees have had no sig-
nificant problemis with viruses or sys-
temn attacks, and theralore take little or
DO preventive action.

The nwost conmonly mentioned sieps
were:

4 Keep virus definitions updated
(at least {(wice a week),

4 Subscnbe 10 securily newslelters
(such as Microsolt, NT BugTrag).
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% Obtain soltware (0 detect 8 port-
scanning attack on yonr system
(e.g., Black Ice).

November, 1929

Kathy Schmitl and Michacl Benfley of
IC Penney gave a presentation on the
Windows NT Resource Kit. Now that
you know everything aboul these
handy tools, you can really canse prob-
lems [or your company NT administea-
tor! See the S1G area on our Web site
1o see the presentation.

Octoher 1999

At the October meeting. Allep
Childress of Microsofl gave a presenta-
tion on “Choosing the Right Operating
Systeny,” a conmtparison of Windows 98,
Windows 2000, and Windows CE oper-
ating systems. See the SI1G area on our
Web site (or a copy ol the presentation.

Scptember 1999

SIG member Rodney Loos gave a pres-
entation on using Win98 Internet Con-
nection Sharing (JCS) with a cable mo-
dem. See the SIG area on our Web site
{or a copy of the presentation.

Auguost 1999

Dong Cuarran of Microso(l gave a pres-
entation and demo of MS Proxy Server.
See the SIG area on our Web site {or a
copy of the presentation. Also, look or
the Microsofl Interet Information
Server (JI8) presentation. Doug pre-
sented this topic and demo on Wednes-
day. 8/25, at the MS Technical Mixer at
the Westin Park Central Hotel.

Inly 1999

No (ormal presentation this nionth;

only Q&A. We also discussed the need
for volunteers to assist with developing
futors presentations and some NT lech-
nical tasks that need o be addressed on

the User Group NT server. I you have
some experience maintaiming an NT
server and would like 1o help, send
email (o gil.brand @nipcug.org.

May 1999

Several die-hards stopped by even
though there was no official SIG meet-
ing in May. Suggesied Lopics (or future
meelings were: Windowr 2000; High
speed Intemel cotmections: DSL, cable,
safellite; NT security. NT Resource Kit
1ools; SMS; MTS; NT performance
monitoring.

Jamuary-April 1999: No meetings
Purpose of the SIG:

To technically showcase Microsofl Net-
working products, including Windows
2000, Windows NT Server/Worksta-
tion, Syslems Management Server, Ex-
change. SNA Server, Inlemel Informa-
tion Server, and Windows 95/98.

The SIG highlights the capabilities and

features of these products for all users,
(rom individual end-users (o corporate
users, small and medium size busi-
nesses, and beginning lo expetienced
administrators. We present the various
oplions within Microsoft's networking .
producis line and help members inder-
stand how they are positioned to solve
their computing, cormectivity and busi-
ness needs. We help members under-
stand how these products interoperale
with other third parly and legacy prod-
ucts.

The strength of an elfeclive users'
group is the opportunity to share com-
ymon experences and learn [rom others.
We iry 10 end each mieeting with an
open question and answer session.

By staying informed of (he activities of
other NTPCUG Special Interest
Group’s (81Gs) and area Userk' Groups
with common interesis, we answer
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members® quesfions and help them
identify other resources available in the
Dallas/Fort Worth area.

Gil Brand

Professionat MIDI & Audio

SIG Leader: Alan Lumnaus, alum-
mus @airmailnet, W&H 972-733-4141

81G AsstL Leader: Timothy Carmichael,
timothy.carmichael @ nipcug.org, W
972-566-4626

Our SIG [ocuses on the variety of uses of
computers by both professional and ama-
teur musicians and recording engineers.

MIDI {Musical Instrurnent Digital Inter-
lace) has been around since belore the
1BM PC started supporting it, and is used
by many musicians 10 control and syn-
chronize nult-instnonent rausical per-
formances. The PC ean use MIDI, con-
necled 1o electronic keyboards, synthesiz-
ers and 2 host of other devices, 10 com-
pose and play musie, produce musical
scores, and teach students how (o play
keyboards and other musical instnments,

Audio engineers use computers (o re-
cord and edil live musical perform-
ances, testore, clean up, and improve
the sonics of older recording such as
LPs, cassettes, 8-track, reel 1o reel, and
wire recorders: compile and arrange dif-
ferent recordings, and record live or ed-
ited performances and transcriptions
onlo CD, DAT, or DVD. We examine
the entire range of audio enginesring
[rom microphone seleclion and place-
ment theough the entire chain of record-
ing to DAT or compuler hard drive,
transeription (o computer hard drive
{rom other recording (ormats, digital
editing, and CD or DVD burning or
ruaslering [or commercial production,

We discuss hardware, soliware, inlet-
faces, interconmects, signal cabling, con-
trollers, instriments, synthesizers, and
all related devices, [rom amateur (o pro-
[essional levels. Come and share your
experiences and learn more about these
two interrelated (ields of MIDI and Pro-
{essional Audio,

J. Alan Lummus
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Visual Basic - Beginning

Muarch’s meeting will be the semi-an-
nual “For Beginners Only” session
where we introduce Visual Basic 1o
those with no (or very littlle} experience
with Visual Basic. This presentation is
npdated and given twice each year o
help beginning progranuers get
started in Visual Basic.

The major topics of the presentation in
March will include a briel history of Vis-
ual Basic, descriptions of resources avail-
able lor beginners in Visual Basic, an in-
troduction o the Windows environment
discussion of Visual Basic 6.0, and dem-
onstration of the new integrated develop-
ment environmient (IDE) made a part of
Visual Basic 6.0. Everyone is welcome
to attend, of course. I you have a (riend,
relative, neighbor, ete. who would fike o
see what Visual Basic is about, this meet-
ing would be an ideal one {or thent to at-
tend. This would be a preat opportunity
for you 1o introduce the NTPCUG 1 a
potential new member

The Beginning Visnal Basic 8IG was
formied within the North Texas PC User
Group in May of 1993 to serve the needs
of those members thai were just beginming
in Visual Basic. We oflen have miembers
attend our 81G mieetings (hat have not pur-
chased Visual Basic yet. They wan(io
{ind out what it is about before they take
the plunge. Our purpose is o provide a fo~
nmt where Beginning Vispal Basic pro-
Srammiens can ask questions without {eel-
ing intimidated. Our goal is 1o help them
learn enough to participate in the Ad-
vanced Visual Basic SIG. A mmuber ol ad-
vanced Visial Basic prograramers attend
the Beginming Visual Basic 81G for the
specific purpose of helping the begimmers
with their programming problems.

Bring your questions on Beginning Vis-
ual Basic lo our meeting beginning at
4:00 AM in Room Fon Saturday,
March 18, 2000 at the Big Town Mall.
Check the NTPCUG Web site (or any
changes in meeting time or place. [
lTeck forward to seeting you at this
month’s meeling.

Jim Carter

North Teiasy 8O NE

¥Yisual Basic - Advanced

During the March 2000 meeting of the
Advanced Visual Basic SIG, I'll con-
tinue with my discussion on Class Mod-
ples. In the January 2000 reeting, I
showed several reasons why you would
want 1o use 2 Class Module. In Febra-
ary, I showed you several ways of cre-
ating and maintaining then. I discussed
the ruanual method, the Class Builder
Wizard, and ny own Wirzard imple-
mented as a Visual Basic Add-in.

" This month I will have the third (but

not last) installment of Class Modules.
1 will demonsirate several Real World
uses for Class Modules. 1 will show
several Applications thatl have written
and how Class Modules were used in
those applications. Some Class Mod-
vles are universal (used in several, il
not all, applications), and some are spe-
cific o the applications. | will address
the dilTerences. I will also demonstraie
the use of a Class Library (DLL).

Al the Febrmary meeting, 1 passed oul
a questiomaire asking {or subjects that
you wanted to discuss. You can {ind
out the resulis of that questionnaire by
accessing nty web sile. You can also
gel any handouts and examples (rom
the meetings on my web site,

You can e-mail me at
stephenj@flush.met. Il you have an int-
mediate problem, you can call me at
214-532-9788; however, your best bet
is via e-mail. You can gef access o my
Web site by entering the address
www.flashnet/~stephenj/ntpcug {rom
your browser.

The Advanced Visual Basic $IG was
formed in the North Texas PC User
Group (NTPCUG) in the summer of
1992 and has made the transition {Tom
the Infomart to Big Town with the
NTPCUG. The SIG mermbership con-
tains a nixture of new, imermediate
and highly skilled Visual Basic pro-
grammers who meet monthly to ex-
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change ideas on Visual Basic progrant-
ming. The meeting generally tnchudes
mtroductions, question and answer ses-
sion, and a presentation on a particular
subject of interest 1o the group. The
maim purpose of the SIG is to provide a
forum [or Visual Basic progranimers to
exchange views and share experiences

1 am looking forward (o seeing you at
the meelings.

Stephen Johnson

Word for Windows
Meeting time and place: 9:00-9:55in
Room B

Whether your documents consist of a
few Iimes of text or they are conplex
productions with graphics and tables,
you're sure to learn some lips and skills
in the Microsolt Word SIG.

Although we're an informal group, we
usnally present & planned program with
handouts. We're always happy (o cover
any questions and topics you want cov-
ered, as well as share yoor knowledge
and good ideas. Word oflen provides
several methods of achieving the same
end result, and we'll all discover dilfer-
ent ways of doing things in Word (fom
each other.

We want this 581G to help you solve
your Word problems and discover how
to do things you didn't know you
wanted (o do.

Michele Wood
(micood@flash.net) & Sherry
Covert (s hervine@ix.net-
com.com)

WordPerfect for Windows

This month, Diane will demonstrate us-
g the Card (eature of CorelCentral 1o
create records. The Card File view
helps you keep track of personal inlor-
mation, inventories, reference nialeri-
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als, and anything else you want 10 or-
ganize. She will show the Card Files

- she has created (isted below), as well
as create anew Card File during the
session:

- A list of Mystery Books including the
copyright date (so she can List them in
the order in which they were written),
They are grouped according to authors
and the main characler.

- A list of alt my computer books, vid-
eos, manuals, handouts and my per-
sonal notes grouped by soltware. You
can create additional groups (rom the
original groups.

- An ongoing list of Christraas presents
given; each year you can review whal
you gave 1o each person the previous
yean(s).

- A list of office equipraent, soltware
and supplies. The list includes date,
place and amount of purchass, date and
version of latest update/drivers,
phone/(ax/email infonuation 1o reach
customer service.

Just 1o give an idea as to how if can be
used. Diane will also show the pre-de-
signed Card [files that are included:
Food, Literaiure, Music, Office, Per-
sonal, and Wine.

Everyone keeps lists ol something-or-
other. Why not keep them here?

Tip of the Month (from Patt Shaw &
Tipworld) - IMPORTANT WORID-
PERFECT FILES TO BACK UP

You probably back up your important
WordPerfect documents on a regular ba-
s15. But what about the WordPer(ect
ools you worked so hard to build -~
your olbar, QuickWords, custom

word lists, and so on? You should back
those up as well. I something should
ever happen 1o your installation of
WordPerfect, you can quickly resiore
your ols withoutl skipping a beal.

Back up the loilowing {iles o a {loppy
or zip disk and keep it in a rafe place.
Here's what and where they are:

! Default template__The default
template holds your toalbars,
menu bars, default document
seetings, and styles, among other
abjects. It's themost important
WaordPerfect tool in your arse-
nal. The file is called wp9zx.wpt
where "xx" is the abbreviation of
the Janguage version you're ns-
ing (e.g., North American Eng-
lish versions would be
wpus.wpt). The file is stored,
by default, in the folder C:\ Pro-
gramFiles\ Corel\ WordPerfect
Office2000\ template\ Custom
WP Templates.

! User word list__The user word
list contains both the list of spell
check exceptions you've indi-
cated and your list of QuickCorz-
rect words. This file is called
wtIxx uwl, where "xx” is the ab-
breviation of the language ver-
sion you're using (e.g.,
wt9us.uwl for the Narth A meri-
can English version). The file is
stored by default in the folder
C\ Program

Files\ Cotel\ Shared\ Writing
Tools\ 9.0\ Corel User Files.

' QuickWords template__All
your QuickWards zre stoted in
a separate template. The file is
called qw 9xx.w pt, where "xx" is
the abbreviation of the language
version you're using (for North
American English, it would be
qw9eni.wpt). The file is stored by
defaultin the folder CA Pro-
gramFiles\ Corel\ WordPecfect
Office 2000\ templatel Custom
WP Templates.

! Your custom macros__Macros
that you creare are stored by de-
fault in the folder C:\ Program
Files\ Corel\ WordPerfect Office
2000\ Macras\ WDPWin. Back up
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all files thar have 2 .wcom exten-
sion,

' Custom templates_ Templates
vou've created ate stored by de-
fault in the folder C:\ Program
Files\ Corel\ WardPerfect Office
2000\ Template\ Costom WP
Templates and have 2 .wptex-
tension.,

U Address Book entries__One of
the easiest ways to bacl up your
Address Books is to export each
book to a file that you can Jater
import. Open an address book,
then choose File, Export from
the menu. The prompts guide
vou through the process of creat-
ing the export TXT fle (note
thatin the Columns dialog box,
you must be sure to select all
the columns that have datz in
your address book. When in
doubt, select them all). Repeat
far each separate address book
you use. Then, copy the TXT
file(s) you created to your
backup disk. In 2 fumre tip,
we'll show you how to import
the TXT file into your Address
Book.

If you need to restore these files, sim-
ply copy the file 10 its original Tocation,
orin the case of the Address Book, im-
port Lhe {ile directly into the Address
Book. You can also transfer your tools
rom one computer to another by copy-
ing these files into place.

Cindy Adams
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